
THE DOCTRIN OF THE TRINITY 
 
 
Four Essential Affirmations 
The biblical teaching on the Trinity embodies four essential affirmations: 
1. There is one and only one true and living God. 
2. This one God eternally exists in three persons—God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit. 
3. These three persons are completely equal in attributes, each with the same divine 
nature. 
4. While each person is fully and completely God, the persons are not identical. 
 
The differences among Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are found in the way they relate to 
one another and the role each plays in accomplishing their unified purpose.  The unity of 
nature and distinction of persons of the Trinity is helpfully illustrated in the diagram 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God Is One God: Monotheism 
There is nothing more fundamental to biblical theology than monotheism (the biblical 
belief that there is one and only one God): “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one” (Deut. 6:4). This verse, known as the Shema in Hebrew (from the opening verb of 
the verse, meaning “hear” or “listen”), is one of the most familiar and foundational 
verses in the OT. God rejects polytheism (belief in many gods) and demands exclusive 
devotion: “I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God” (Isa. 45:5; 
cf. Deut. 4:35, 39; 1 Kings 8:60; Isa. 40:18; 46:9). 
 
The NT affirms the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as we shall see, but does 
not waver from OT monotheism (John 17:3; 1 Cor. 8:4–6; 1 Tim. 2:5; James 2:19). 
Jesus quotes the Shema in a debate with the Jewish leaders (Mark 12:29), and Paul 
continues to teach that there is one God while recognizing Jesus as the divine-human 
Mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). 


